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Fabienne Collignon is a Lecturer in Contemporary Literature at the University of
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The work of Philip K. Dick, best known as a master of ontologically and psychologi-
cally unsettling science fiction, has had a wide-ranging if sporadic influence

on modern cultural theory. In this one-day symposium, comprising a workshop
and panel discussion, four Dick scholars address his continuing significance

for the contemporary rethinking of subjectivity, the (post)human, and ontology.

The event begins with a workshop focusing on the immense body of writing under-
taken by Dick in the last eight years of his life, which he called his “Exegesis.”
Beginning as an attempt to understand a series of visions that he experienced in
1974, which Dick believed were a form of communication from a divine,

alien or artificial intelligence, the text grew into an uncategorizable work that can
simultaneously be considered a philosophico-theological investigation, an account
of religious experience, a chronicle of mental breakdown, and a textual collage of
fragments of 1970s counterculture and esotericism.

The workshop is followed by a panel in which three Dick scholars will discuss his
continuing significance for contemporary posthumanism and its ethical,
ontological and political stakes. More generally, we will address the enduring and
growing cultural interest in Dick’s work, and its relation, along with that of science
fiction in general, to other modes of thought (e.g. critical, philosophical, political).

Following the event there will be a reception and book launch announcing new
publications in Philip K. Dick scholarship featuring work by the participants.

Please note: there is no need to register for this public event, but the workshop
session will discuss short excerpts from Dick’s Exegesis (10-1S pages) and a critical
essay by Richard Doyle. Please contact [info@ici-berlin.org] if you would like to
receive these excerpts in advance.
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